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DEVIZES COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP

PARISH COUNCIL FORUM

Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 10th January 2012 at 6.30pm
at Browfort, Devizes

1 Present: Cllrs Paula Winchcombe (Devizes TC and DCAP Health & Social Care Forum, in the Chair), Jackie Bawden (Rowde PC), Chris Callow (Devizes TC & Roundway PC), Tony Molland (Potterne PC), Chris Saunders (Easterton), Pat Straw (Potterne PC), Pam Thomas (Bromham PC), Mervyn Woods (Etchilhampton PC), Albert Wooldridge (Roundway PC);

Peter Baxter (Clerk, West Lavington PC), Peter Hansen (Divisional Highways Manager), Richard Rogers (Community Area Manager), Doug Roseaman (Chairman, DCAP Culture & Leisure), Noël Woolrych (Chairman, DCAP Crime & Community Safety), Beth Hutton (DCAP Administrator).
2 Apologies: None
3 Declarations of interest: None
4 The minutes of the meeting held on 1st November 2011 were signed as a true record.

5 Additional items
a) Noël Woolrych gave a Powerpoint presentation of the results of the 2011 DCAP household questionnaire. Parishes are reminded that data is available parish by parish, on request.

b) Doug Roseaman introduced a discussion about issues emanating from the questionnaire relating to Culture and Leisure. It was clear that many of the smaller villages have few facilities, particularly for young people. It would be useful to carry out an audit of facilities and resources in the villages in order to encourage Parishes to work together, either to provide new resources or to ensure the widest possible use of existing ones (e.g. under-used village halls).

It was agreed that there was as much a need for leaders of activities as there was for facilities. Doug was concerned that later retirement ages would have an effect on volunteering levels.

It was acknowledged that few young people had completed the questionnaire, and therefore perceptions of what was needed may differ. However, a separate survey, completed by most school pupils in the Community Area, would complement the household questionnaire and add to the bigger picture.

Cllr Saunders asked whether the household questionnaire showed how many elderly people were dependent on care in their home. There had not been a specific question, but it was noted that it would be useful to explore this further in subsequent focus groups as the new Community Area Plan continues to evolve. Doug Roseaman reminded Parishes that Community First could provide advice on available support and funding. Cllr Winchcombe added that communication of these services probably needed a boost.
6 Matters Arising

a) There were still plans to hold an information sharing event for clerks. Beth Hutton was still gathering names of those interested before agreeing a date. Peter Hanson (Divisional Highways Manager) offered for a member of his team to be present on that occasion.
Action: Beth
b) Clarification on insurance issues for Jubilee celebration events can be found on Wiltshire Council’s website under “2012: A year of celebration” - http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/2012-celebration-toolkit.pdf
7 Responsibilities of Parish Stewards

Peter Hanson (Divisional Highways Manager – Central Division) was welcomed to the meeting and explained how six stewards were now responsible for working across the whole division (6 Community Areas).
The priority of their work is to ensure safety on the highways, e.g. strimming, cleaning signs and gullies. Separate stewards are responsible for rights of way. If they are unable to complete a job themselves they are obliged to call on the services of others.
Some Parishes were in the habit of providing lists of necessary work to the Parish Steward. Whilst these lists were helpful, it was clarified that stewards needed to prioritise safety related work over cosmetic work, and were encouraged to use their initiative to make the best use of their time.

There had been some communication difficulties between Parishes and stewards, particularly since the rearrangement of divisions. Not all Parishes were aware when to expect the steward. It was pointed out that the timetable is available on the WC website.
There had been specific concerns about flooding in Rowde and Bromham. Peter Hanson reassured Parishes that flooding affecting housing was a top priority. Tankers would be diverted from other tasks to take action.

Peter Baxter suggested that the cost of preventative maintenance could be far less than that associated with repairs at a later date. Peter Hanson confirmed that there was a weed eradication programme, but that the most effective weedkiller was too strong to be permitted. In some cases there was not enough footfall on pavements, hence the build up of weeds.

Peter Baxter enquired about the possibility of Parishes (or clusters of Parishes) paying for extra time from the Stewards. Peter Hanson replied that although this was a possibility, there would be a knock on effect of the need for extra manpower for traffic management in some cases.
There was concern about Whistley Road and Conscience Lane being used as rat runs. The Community Area Transport Group was currently exploring the issues.
Peter Hanson invited Parishes to contact him if there were particular local issues that had not been resolved with Parish Stewards (Peter.Hanson@wiltshire.gov.uk).

8 Update from Area Board

a)
Richard Rogers reminded Parishes that the Area Board meeting on January 23rd at Devizes Sports Club, would start at the earlier time of 6.30pm. The main focus of the evening was to receive bids from young people for new projects.

b)
The Area Board meeting on March 26th at Bromham would focus on the rural Parishes. It was hoped that Parishes would offer topics and share the leadership of discussions on the evening. Peter Baxter suggested a discussion or presentation about Neighbourhood Plans, as the regulations should be available in April.                                                            Action: Parishes
c) A Community planning event would be held on February 6th, led jointly by the Area Board and DCAP. Parish Councils had been invited. Priorities would be agreed to complement analysis from DCAP / Area Board / JSA.
d) The pre-submission version of Wiltshire Council’s Core Strategy was now available: http://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=141&MId=6630&Ver=4
9 Parish matters to raise with Area Board

a) Advice on Neighbourhood Plans

b) Clarification on the inclusion of Whistley Road, Potterne in the recent traffic model.

10 Date of next meeting: Tuesday 6th March 2012 at 6.30pm at Browfort.
11 A.O.B.
a) Cllr Woods sought a Forum in which users could share difficulties experienced in using the Wiltshire Council website, in order to effect improvements.

b)
Peter Baxter publicised some new leaflets about footpaths, which could be adapted for use by individual Parishes. A copy would be emailed with these minutes.
